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Catholic Church. His conversion was the last of
those which may "be directly traced to the influence
of the Oxford Movement.
II
No one can read the Tracts for the Times with-
out realising how far removed is their atmosphere
from one of contented acceptance of State inter-
ference. They do not, indeed, specifically reject
the establishment;71 but they point out with
unhesitating directness the distinction between
their position and that of the world at large. The
Church does not depend upon the State. Its
property is its own. It will not submit to the test
of utility. The clergy must choose whether they
will be for the Church or against it;72 they must
magnify their oflS.ce. They must protest against
what seems 'a most dangerous infringement on
our rights on the part of the State.' They must
not be content to be its creation. 'No one can say
that the British legislature is in our communion,
or that its members are necessarily even Chris-
tians. What pretence then has it for, not merely
advising, but superseding the Ecclesiastical
power?'78 The Church must resist such encroach-
ment on its rights. 'You may keep it before you
as a desirable object that the Irish Church should
7i The first tract actually points out 'how miserable is the state of
religious bodies not supported by the State.'
7* Tract 1, p. 4.
7s Tract &, p. 2.